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B C S Connections
Message from the Principal

First Grade FUN! 
MS. JARDINES

 We started our year with 13 friends ready to learn! So far, we 
have learned how to add and subtract numbers within 10 and 
20, how to create narratives and we have just begun to work 
on voicing their opinions in writing. Every week we work on 
spelling and reading.
 In science, we have learned about the human body and all 
of the systems that work together to keep us healthy and strong. 
We even had the opportunity to explore inside the human body 
with our helpful toy friend Adam (human body 
model). Even though he is small, the children 
learned a great deal about how our body is 
structured on the inside.
 It’s amazing that only half of the school 
year has passed, because they have learned so 
much already. These kiddos enjoy learning new 
things everyday. I am one lucky teacher and I 
am thrilled to help them grow and learn even 
more in the new year.

 The start of the 2019-2020 school year brought with it 
a “re-boot” to the district’s Raising the Banner to Greatness 
initiative and title. RTB 4.0 will continue to focus on academic 
excellence and achievement, while placing greater focus on 
early learning, as well as parent and community involvement. 
 All students, Pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade will 
continue to engage in academic goal setting, throughout 
the school year. Additionally, all students will have more 
opportunities to collaborate with faculty and administration 
to help design activities that will bolster student’s 21st 
Century Learning Skills and better prepare them for “life 
after BCS.” This collaboration has already led to an increase 
in project-based classroom activities, Fine arts opportunities 
and STEM activities and challenges. We are particularly proud 
of the collaboration that took place in order to design and 

carry out elementary and secondary health fairs coming to 
BCS in January. 
 The BCS community has already engaged in several 
amazing learning opportunities since September and there 
are many yet to come! These learning opportunities would 
not be possible without the hard work of our students, 
faculty and staff, nor without the support from families and 
the Brookfield community. 
 We hope you can join us at upcoming events and 
activities to check out the great learning happening at BCS!
   
Happy New Year!

Carrie Smith
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Pre-Kindergarten News
MRS. THALL

 We have been busy the first half of the school year! The Pre-
Kindergarten class has a lot of energy. We have been focusing on 
our classroom rules, routines and procedures. Pre-Kindergarten is fun 
because we experience a lot of firsts! It is our first school experience 
and we have been making new friends. We work on a lot of school readiness skills like cutting, gluing and following directions. 
So far this year we have done an All About Me unit where we learned about humans, how humans grow, body parts and the 
five senses. We also learned about families and communities. We talked about how families are all different and that what is 
important is that all families care for one another. We ended the first half of the year by discussing classic tales and finished 
with the Gingerbread Man. We had a good time sequencing the story, comparing different versions and even going on a 
hunt for the Gingerbread Man when he got lost in the school! We incorporate stories, language and math activities each 
morning to help reinforce skills. For beginning math skills, we have focused on colors, shapes, sorting and patterns. We have 
had a good start to the year and are looking forward to continuing our fun and engaging learning experiences.

Second and Third Grade 
Math and Science
MR. PAVLUS

 The third-grade class has been working hard while having a good 
time since early September. In math, we have studied multiplication 
and division properties, telling time and the metric system. The students 
love singing songs from “Schoolhouse Rock” to help them with their 
multiplication facts. In science, we studied the life cycle of frogs with 
the help of several live frogs. We were able to watch them grow from 
eggs to full-grown adults. 
   The students have also been busy with other school activities. We 
watched “For Carmen in San Sebastian,” a play performed by the Merry-
Go-Round Theater. The local fire departments talked to us about fire 
safety, and they let us see their fire trucks. The class also dressed up for 
the school’s Halloween parade. We had several creative monsters and 
superheroes this year.
 The second-grade students are doing an excellent job of 
transitioning from one room in the morning to another in the afternoon. 
In math, we have been using several strategies to add and subtract. 
The class enjoys working with place value disks and money. They are 
also learning the process of how to gather information from a word 
problem to help them solve the question. In science, we talked about 
habitats and adaptations. Everyone enjoyed watching our mealworms 
turn into darkling beetles. 
   The students had the pleasure of working with Miss Burke and Miss Roundy, two student teachers from Colgate. They 
both did an outstanding job teaching and bonding with the students. We are going to miss having them in our classroom. 
They are going to be great teachers. 
   Both classes had a splendid start to the school year. I look forward to seeing them grow throughout the coming months.
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Second and Third Grade ELA 
MS. BRENNAN-LEE

 We’ve had a busy first half of the year! First, we were lucky to have two student 
teachers from Colgate University with us from the first day of school until the day before 
Thanksgiving break. Ms. Renee Roundy worked primarily with the second graders and 
Ms. Hallie Burke worked with the third graders. They prepared and taught interesting 
lessons, joined students in gym class and recess. They created a “Lunch Bunch” and ran 
engaging small group reading centers. We were sad to say good bye, but happy that 
both Ms. Roundy and Ms. Burke will soon be entering the teaching profession. As we 
told the reporter who visited our classroom from the Waterville Times, “with teachers like 
Ms. Burke and Ms. Roundy, the future of public education looks bright!”
 In October we went on two field trips – one to SUNY Morrisville and the other was a virtual field trip to O’Mara Farms / 
Endless Trails Guesthouse in Hubbardsville. Both trips were centered around supporting and promoting agriculture. At SUNY 
Morrisville, we joined many other school districts to experience and learn what it takes to run a dairy farm. The virtual field 
trip was led by Mrs. Claudio, our own Addison Claudio’s mom. Addison and her parents take care of a large herd of black 
angus. Prior to hearing from Mrs. Claudio, Mr. Pavlus read the story of Dr. Temple Grandin. We learned all kinds of things and 
especially enjoyed learning about the holding device Dr. Temple Grandin designed to help cattle stay calm. In addition, she 
furthered the awareness for the humane treatment of farm animals.

 Before Thanksgiving break Pre-K-3rd grade students participated in a STEAM activity. First, we read, “How to 
Catch a Turkey.” Then, in multi-aged groups students designed their own turkey traps. It was great fun and we 
look forward to another activity like this in February.
 As you can see, we’ve been busy and have had many interesting and fun learning experiences. But the best 
part is there are more fun learning activities planned for the second half of the school year!

Busy Beavers
Busy Beavers is a new program that began this school year. The program focuses on early literacy 
and encourages positive reading habits. Busy Beavers is open to 2- and 3- year-olds who are not 
Pre-Kindergarten eligible. We meet the first Thursday of each month from 5:30-6:15 p.m. Children 
and parents/guardians meet in the Library to listen and play, listen to a story and complete 
a project. If you have questions, contact Mrs. Colby Thall at 315.899.3323, ext. 239 or cthall@
brookfieldcsd.org

Upcoming Dates: February 6, March 5, April 2, May 7, June 4 

SUNY Morrisville
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Raising the Banner in Fourth Grade
MRS. RUTHERFORD

Grade 4-6 STEM Education
MR. SIRTOLI

 It has been a busy, fast, and fun year so far for Brookfield science! Students have 
participated in a number of fun activities. STEM students in grades 4-6 learned about 
heat and light and used the concepts they learned to construct pizza box solar ovens. 
They used these solar ovens to melt s’mores! Currently these students are exploring the 
science of matter and density, and are constructing mini hot air balloons which they 
will test after Christmas break. Our Living Environment class learned about the king-
dom protista, and studied slime molds. They had the opportunity to grow slime molds 
in petri dishes and race their slime molds for a prize (it took about three days for the slime 
molds to cover a six-inch course). This year’s STEM fair brought students and families together 
for a marble run competition. Given certain materials, students and families had 30 minutes to 
construct a marble run that caused the marble to roll as long as possible. Congrats to Anthony 
Cucci, Weston Abrams and their family for the winning design they built! We are looking for-
ward to more exciting learning opportunities in 2021!

 The fourth grade has been very busy during the first 
few months of school. 
 During science, we have learned about the various 
sources of energy. 
 The fourth grade students have become experts 
in solar, hydro-electric, wind, nuclear and fossil fuel 
energy systems. They have conducted many classroom 
experiments with converting energy using a wide variety of 
scientific tools. These tools include a hand-crank generator, 
solar panels, battery-powered motors and wind turbines. 
The students developed opinion/point-of-view essays on 
the energy source that they felt was the most efficient. At 
the conclusion of our unit on energy, the students had a 
debate on which energy source was the most efficient and 
designed their own energy-powered cars. 
 We learned about place value, rounding, addition and 
subtraction with regrouping, and four-digit multiplication. 
This month, we have learned the “Long Division Dance” and 
are putting those steps to good use with place value discs 
and the standard algorithm. 
 We are working hard on our Raise the Banner 4.0 goals. 
We have smaller groups and the students are assigned to 

teachers other than our own to 
be mentors. This helps support 
a positive mentor relationship 
that will foster the students’ 
academic, social, and emotional 
goals. We had a reward day on 
January 3 to celebrate our progress. 
Students in grades 4-6 are invited to 
attend a Homework Club on Tuesday 
afternoons in the fourth grade room. 
There are more than 20 students 
signed up!
 The 4th-6th grades went 
to see the movie Frozen 2 at the 
Hamilton Movie Theater thanks to 
the Optimist Club. The students 
in 4th-6th grade are currently 
rehearsing for their musical 
Frozen. The date and time 
of the performance will be 
announced at a later date.
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 Sixth grade students have been working hard this 

year. So far the students have completed several novels 

along with their normal ELA curriculum. As the year 

progresses, students are reading and focusing on the key 

word kindness and treating others with respect. Students 

have been working on writing research reports and 

growing their paragraphs with more details and stronger 

wording. As they work on their reading skills, the goal is 

to grow a year with their reading comprehension.

 Twice a month students are working with Mrs. 

Amanda Woodward, school counselor, on jobs and 

careers. Mrs. Woodward works with the students on 

possible future career choices and helps students focus 

in on their personal interests.

 In social studies students recently completed a unit on 

Early River Valley Civilizations in the Eastern Hemisphere. 

They learned how civilizations grew and became strong. 

Students learned about job specialization and how 

social status affected society. Students studied the social 

hierarchy of different societies and how this affected the 

success of the civilization. Sixth grade students have now 

started a unit on religions around the globe. They are 

learning the differences in beliefs and why these beliefs 

began.

 Fifth grade students are working hard this year as well. 

They have read several novels, along with their regular 

ELA curriculum. One of the big goals of the year is for 

the students to have five to seven complete sentences 

in each paragraph of their writing. This is proving a little 

more difficult than they thought it would be; using 

correct punctuation to create these sentences and 

creating better sentence structure is hard work! Students 

are learning 10 vocabulary words per week, and working 

on stronger words to create stronger sentences.

 In social studies the fifth grade recently finished a 

unit on Complex Societies and Civilizations. This was a 

long unit focusing on early societies and what makes up 

a civilization. Students learned about early civilizations 

and their cultures, location and climate. They then 

related early cultures to our cultures today. Students are 

now working on early Explorers and the effect on early 

civilizations, and the effect on society today.

 Both fifth and sixth graders are working with Mrs. 

Cossette and Mrs. Cucci on a year-long mental health 

and kindness project. Throughout the year students 

have worked one day a week together on projects and 

crafts that focus on treating ourselves and others with 

kindness and having empathy for others. Students are 

learning to recognize positive and negative feelings 

within themselves and how to deal with those feelings. 

They are learning to work with others and respect others 

opinions and beliefs. The month of December focused 

on the word JOY, and what brings us joy. Each month our 

hallway bulletin boards change to reflect what we are 

learning on Fridays.

 

Sixth graders on Halloween 

5th and 6th Grade ELA and Social Studies 
MRS. COSSETTE
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5th and 6th Grade Math and Science
MRS. CUCCI

 The fifth graders have been very busy learning multi-digit multiplication and division. We are taking the 
basics and building to higher levels, such as, adding fractions and decimals! Most mornings we start off our day 
with a word problem and roll right into our daily lessons. The students have been fun to learn with and work 
well together. 
 For science, we have already concluded our Earth Systems unit. We studied the water cycle, layers of the 
atmosphere, biomes, elevation and so much more! Our biome posters are still on display if you are near the fifth 
grade classroom. Our next unit is on Space Systems, where we will learn about seasons and climate along with 
rotation and revolution. 
 The sixth graders have also been busy as we will be starting module 3 after break. Our focus has been on 
rates and rations, and multiplying and dividing fractions while reviewing the basics of multi-digit division and 
multiplication. 
 Sixth grade science has been focused on the scientific method and creating experiments. In addition, we 
have started to work with our LEGO Mindstorms. The students have built robots and are learning the works of 
programming. The students program the robots to successfully complete any given task or maze. Some may 
have a future in programming.
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Varsity Soccer
MRS. SARAH ABRAMS, Athletic Director

We were proud to announce that both our Girls and Boys Varsity Soccer teams were named Fall Scholar Athlete 
teams for having team averages of 90 or above. The boys’ team had a team average of 90 and the girls had 
an average of 94. There were also several individuals who were awarded pins for having a 90 or above. Those 
students were; Cody King, Austin Laymon, Jonah Rogers, Kodie Abrams, Preston Crespo, Colt Morgan Mattew 
Townsend, Lily Vleer-Elliott, Grace Reilly, Danica Karn, Lydia Walker, Jaelyn Vleer-Elliott, Samantha O’Herien, 
Hannah Barber, Madilyne Kupris, Marissa Kupris, Jenna Bugbee and Samantha Jaeger. Congratulations to these 
students! Keep up the great work!
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Brookfield Central School District
Box 60, Fairground Road
Brookfield, NY 13314

Resident

A Visit from Zoom
 
On December 6, the Elementary grades had a guest visitor at Good Morning Program. Kate Peerman, 
who works through Paws of CNY, came to school with her therapy dog Zoom. She did a great job 
at explaining what a therapy dog does and fielded many inquisitive questions from the audience.

 
Thank you to Kate and Zoom!


