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A Message from the 
Superintendent & Board of Education

We would like to recognize some of the folks who have worked so hard to 
overcome the eff ects of this pandemic on our Brookfi eld School community:

• Our BCS students and their families
• The BCS Faculty
• The BCS Non-Instructional Staff 
• The residents of the BCS District

No groups have been aff ected more by the change to remote learning than 
our students and their families. The pressures and stresses caused by our 
school’s closure cannot be overstated. Immense diffi  culties were suddenly 
placed on households - some with multiple students, some without reliable 
internet access or any online connections. Parents found themselves balancing 
the demands of life with new educational requirements. We extend a well-
deserved round of applause to our District’s parents and children! 

Families have endured and prevailed. They continue to pull together and 
get the necessary work completed as they bond in a common purpose 
and resolve. That takes grit. We salute our Brookfi eld families for the true 
American character they have shown.

The exponential increase in work and stress on our faculty, caused by the 
sudden switch to remote education, cannot be measured. Brookfi eld 
teachers met these obstacles with true professionalism. Almost overnight, 
they organized students’ study packets, set up virtual classrooms, and made 
themselves available for consultations and support.

Brookfi eld’s faculty quickly mastered new software applications and 
assisted students and parents in using the system. Some teachers found 
social media to be an excellent platform for conversations and nightly 
reads with their students. Others learned how to conduct labs from their 
kitchen or demonstrate dissections via video conferencing. They quickly 
created classrooms in their homes, complete with document cameras and 
whiteboards. The list of innovations goes on and on. Our teachers advanced 
their students’ education while being mindful of the challenges placed on 
families. They constantly rebalanced their lesson plans and always added 
compassionate guidance.

Why did our faculty act so quickly? They teach because they love kids. No 
where, at no time, has this been demonstrated better than at Brookfi eld 
Central School during this crisis.

All the gears of the BCS machine need to work together for our students 
to reap maximum benefi ts. The effi  ciency of our school’s non-instructional 
team was an essential element in this process. 

Overnight, this team transformed into a support staff  for a virtual school. 
Families were contacted, students located. Safety procedures were identifi ed 
and implemented. Detailed schedules were designed to deliver materials 
to students, and to prepare and safely drop off  300 meals a day! People 
wondered, “Why would folks place themselves in jeopardy by working a job 
with a higher risk of contracting COVID-19?”  When asked that question, one 
of Brookfi eld’s bus drivers replied: “I didn’t think about myself - I just wanted 
to help.” 

That answer captures the essence of the Brookfi eld Central School District. 
We are proud to be a part of a deeply caring community.

Finance
In addition to the educational, social, and emotional diffi  culties caused by 
the pandemic, signifi cant fi nancial issues have arisen. Like many school 
districts, more than 70% of our revenues are derived from state aid. New 
York State has made signifi cant reductions in our aid for the upcoming 
school year. In addition, our projected aid may be reduced even more if state 
revenues are less than forecasted.

After state aid, the District’s largest source of revenue is local property taxes. 
Although the customary fi nancial decision would increase property taxes 
for the upcoming school year, WE CANNOT DO THIS IN A TIME OF NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY. The Brookfi eld Central School District does not want to 
compound the current fi nancial pressures that individuals and families are 
experiencing. We recognize and appreciate our district’s residents as they 
face economic stress.

Additional budget information appears in this newsletter, which also 
contains information about the new process for participating in the election 
and budget votes. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact any Board of Education member or Jim Plows, Superintendent.

Take care, stay safe. We will overcome this crisis. Working together, we can 
ensure that Brookfi eld Central School will continue to provide a top-notch 
education for our children. 

The link for the virtual Budget Hearing and Board Meetings can be found on the school web page.
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Message from the Principal
Who knew while standing out in the courtyard during BCS’ 

Open House, basking in the warm September sun, we would be 

shoveling snow in May and adding the term “remote learning” to 

our daily conversations? To say the 2019-2020 school year was 

challenging would be an understatement. However, even through 

the challenges that COVID-19 presented, and continues to present, 

the BCS community has continued to provide a multitude of 

enriching learning opportunities for our students. 

Faculty have worked along with students and families to ensure 

our learning goals continued and prospered. To watch our students 

grow, academically during such stressful times has been inspiring. 

From the hard working faculty and staff  to the students, families 

and community members who expanded their roles as teachers, 

I thank you! 

All the best, 

Carrie Smith

Pre-K & Kindergarten RegistrationPre-K & Kindergarten Registration

Tax Levy
The budget proposal does NOT include an 
increase in the tax levy. Because the District, like 
all districts, will be experiencing a large reduction 
in state aid it would be prudent to increase the 
tax levy, however, the Board of Education agrees 
that we cannot increase taxes at this point in time 
due to the economic downturn caused by the 
current national crisis.

State Aid
In January, 2020 the Governor’s 2020-2021 
budget proposal included state aid to Brookfi eld 
totaling $4,736,723. Subsequently, the economic 
downturn caused by the pandemic required 
the Governor to withdraw his proposal and 
submit a revised proposal that was approved 
by the legislature. This resulted in a reduction in 
Brookfi eld state aid of $201,374 from the original 
proposal. In addition, there were provisions put 
in place that will allow the Governor to reduce 
our state aid during the school year if the state’s 
fi nances worsen.

Key Budget Changes
This budget proposal contains signifi cant 
increases in 3 distinct areas. They are:

Debt Service 
The increase in the district’s debt payment is a 
result of the recent Repair and Safety building 
project, and will be completely paid for by 
$342,000 in state aid and a $24,000 transfer 
from the debt service fund as called for in the 
project’s fi nancial plan approved by taxpayers.

Academic Programs
The BOCES services budget is increasing 
$305,000 refl ecting an increase in the number 
of students attending BOCES programs. These 
costs are for students attending vocational 
programs such as welding, electrical and 
carpentry, and programs for students with 
special needs. (Continued on page 3)

To register a child for pre-kindergarten or kindergarten, 

please call Christa Case at 899-3323 ext. 264. To be 

eligible for pre-kindergarten, a child must be 4 years of 

age on or before December 1, 2020. For kindergarten 

eligibility, a child must be 5 years of age on or before 

December 1, 2020. Screenings 

for pre-kindergarten and 

kindergarten will be determined 

at a later date.
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Employee Benefi ts
The district anticipates a decrease in health insurance costs of $18,000. However, increased payments to the state retirement 
systems and for workers’ compensation coverage will result in a total increase in employee benefi ts of $27,800.

Bus Purchase
The district will be purchasing a large school bus as part of our bus replacement plan. Transportation department personnel located an “in 
stock” bus at our vendor that meets our transportation needs securing savings to the district. Future state aid payments will pay for $32,000 of 
the $40,000 budget increase for this purchase.

Salary Increases
School administrators have volunteered to freeze their salaries in this budget. The district is currently in discussions with 
non-instructional staff  representatives and instructional staff  representatives.

(Continued from page 2)

  Current Proposed Difference 
  2019-2020 2020-2021  (Increase)/Decrease

Program
Instruction  $ 3,415,177 $ 3,661,745 $ (246,568)
District Transportation  $ 496,929 $ 496,506 $ 423
Employee Benefi ts  $ 1,031,472 $ 1,055,175 $ (23,703)
Total Program  $ 4,943,578 $ 5,213,426 $ (269,848)

Administration      
General Support  $ 464,934  $ 462,877 $ 2,057 
Curriculum Development  $ 7,500 $ 7,530  (30)
Employee Benefi ts  $ 89,877 $ 93,736 $ (3,859)
Total Administration  $ 562,311 $ 564,143 $ (1,832)

Capital      
Plant Operation and Maintenance $ 401,388 $ 415,680 $ (14,292)
Property Tax Refunds $ 2,000 $ 2,000  —
Purchase of Bus $ 60,000 $ 100,000 $ (40,000)
Employee Benefi ts $ 63,861 $ 64,060 $ (199)
Debt Service $ 539,419  $ 716,791 $ (177,372)
Total Capital $ 1,066,668 $ 1,298,531 $ (231,863)

Total Budget $6,572,557 $7,076,100 $(503,543)

Budget Information
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Total budgeted amount, not including separate propositions $6,572,557 $7,076,100 $6,959,100
Increase/decrease for the 2020-2021 school year $503,543 $386,543
Percentage increase/decrease in proposed budget 7.66% 5.88%
Change in the Consumer Price Index 1.81%

A. Proposed Tax Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $1,559,834 $1,559,834
B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable 0 0
C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** 0 0
D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current 
Year Levy

0 0

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $1,559,834 $1,559,834 $1559,834
F. Permissible Exclusions to the School Tax Levy Limit $47,306 $17,595
G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible 
Exclusions

$1,512,528 $1,542,259

H. Total Proposed Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library 
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E - B - F + D)

$1,512,528 $1,542,259

I. Difference: (G - H); (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter 
Approval - See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) 
**

$0 $0

Administrative component $562,311 $564,143 $564,143
Program component $4,943,578 $5,213,426 $5,213,426
Capital component $1,066,668 $1,298,531 $1,181,531

Budget Adopted for 
the 2019-20 School Year

Budget Proposed for
the 2020-21 School Year

Contingency Budget 
for the 

2020-21 School Year*Overall Budget Proposal

Under the Budget Proposed 
 for the 2020-21 School Year

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1 $483

The annual budget vote for the fi scal year 2020-21 by the qualifi ed voters of the Brookfi eld Central school district, 
Madison County, New York, will be held via absentee ballot only on Tuesday, June 9, 2020, between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., prevailing time in the Brookfi eld Central school(s), at which time the polls will be opened 
to vote by absentee ballot.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

* Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2020-21 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated pursuant 
to Section 2023 of the Education Law.

Equipment and bus purchase would be deferred

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total 
Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with educational 
or transportation services propositions are not eligible for 
exclusion and may affect voter approval requirements)

Description Amount

NONE
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OFFICIAL BALLOT

FOR BROOKFIELD CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT, BROOKFIELD, NY

MADISON COUNTY June 9, 2020

1. To vote on this ballot, make a single cross “X” in the voting square.

 2. Mark only with a pen having blue or black ink or with a pencil having black lead.

 3. Any other mark, erasure, or tear on the ballot renders it void.

 4. If you tear, or deface, or wrongly mark this ballot, return it and obtain another.

PROPOSITION - BUDGET 2020-21

Shall the Board of Education of the Brookfi eld Central School District be hereby authorized to 
expend the sums set forth and not to exceed $7,076,100 and to levy the necessary tax therefore?

 YES NO

Board of Education Election
BOARD MEMBER - FIVE(5) YEAR TERM (VOTE FOR ONE)

• Mark an X next to the candidate to register a vote
OR

• To vote for one (1) write-in candidate for the open Board of Education 
  seat, write the name of the person in the space provided.

Sean Karn

OR

 Write-in Candidate: ______________________________________________
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Second and Third Grade Science and Math
PAVLUS

In the blink of an eye, our world changed in March. Students left the building on Friday, March 13, for the last time this academic year. It is hard 
to believe that our learning environment drastically changed so quickly. The second and third grade students were doing an excellent job with 
lessons at school. I am happy to say that they did not miss a beat when online learning began at home. Both classes participate in lessons and 
activities daily. A huge challenge was put before them, and they overcame it with fl ying colors!
 
The second grade class was in the process of fi nishing their addition and subtraction skills in March. They were able to complete those lessons 
once we established our online home learning routine. We started working on early multiplication skills with arrays, rows, columns, and equal 
groups. All of the students have been doing a fantastic job attending live math lessons and completing assignments at home.

 The third grade students were in the middle of a fraction unit when we left school in March. We had started by identifying the fraction of a 
whole or a set. When we started our virtual lessons, we used that knowledge to locate fractions on a number line and compare them. They have 
impressed me with their dedication and passion for online learning. The third-graders always have excellent online attendance.

During our afternoons, both classes get together for activity time. We will often do a science 
activity with materials from around the home. The kids have made balloon racers, rubber 
eggs, fossils, and planted fl owers for Mother’s Day. We have put our science and math skills 
to good use in the kitchen with many recipes that you make in a mug. With the use of 
our measuring and fraction skills, we have created pancakes in mugs, cookies in cups, and 
pizzas on sliced bread. The brownie in the mug was a huge favorite. Others liked eating 
their scrambled eggs cooked in a cup. If you need a quick meal or treat, ask one of our 
second or third grade students. They have become excellent cooks!

I am so proud of my students and how well they have adapted to our current method 
of at-home learning. I would also like to thank all of my parents who have been working 
extra hard to keep up with the new challenges that have come their way. We have all 
been communicating and collaborating to provide the best education possible for our 
children. Our Brookfi eld community has a big heart, and it is beating strong during these 
unprecedented times.
 

Pre-Kindergarten News
THALL

Every school year has memorable moments, but I’m not sure any would compare to a day in March when students got on buses and wouldn’t 
return to our classroom. To say that this year has been diff erent would be an understatement. It has been heartbreaking for me and I miss the 
classroom, the students and watching them grow. However, the pre-kindergarten class has been doing a great job with remote learning and 
working on the materials that have been sent home. In the beginning of each school year, I always say, and wholeheartedly believe, that parents 
are partners in their child’s education. There can be no truer statement during this time of emergency closure due to COVID-19. The parents have 
been working with their child on a review of skills and some new concepts. Pre-kindergarten has picked up where we left off  with video lessons 
and materials that have been sent home. We have also had some Google Meets where we have been able to see each other and even play some 
learning games together! 

Prior to the closure, pre-kindergarten had fi nished a unit on animals and was learning all about habitats. We learned about what types of plants 
and animals live in the woodland habitat, the pond habitat, and the ocean habitat. Most recently, we completed a unit about plants. We have 
learned about plant parts, what plants need to grow and the uses for plants. At the end of the unit, we even had our own plant book to make. 

We have continued to work on letter names and beginning sounds. We have also learned about rhyming and what makes a sentence. For math, 
we have fi nished our numbers and are practicing identifying them and matching them to objects. We also learned about patterns, tally marks 
and 3D shapes. 

Currently we are in the stages of determining ways to make the end of the school year memorable for our pre-kindergarten students as we 
would normally celebrate their accomplishments with a graduation ceremony. We will do our best to make sure these wonderful students are 
acknowledged for who they are and what they have done this year! I am proud of them, I miss them and I look forward to seeing them as soon 
as possible!
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Second and Third Grade ELA
BRENNAN-LEE

The second and third grade students have really made the best 
of our current situation. With the support from their parents and 
family, the work I receive is terrifi c. 

A lot of material has been covered over the past weeks and I’m 
humbled by the hard work, time, discipline, and dedication our 
students and their families have put into staying on top of their 
school work. I learned how to make video lessons and upload them 
on our new ELA Facebook page with support from Mrs. Cossette 
and Mr. Pavlus. Recently, Mr. Pavlus organized Google Meets so 
we’ve all been able to see each other, say hi, and catch up a bit. 

We found out Ms. Farmer had a rooster on her porch rocker for 
a while. He’s since moved on. We all know if you want to know 
how to cook something in a mug, Mr. Pavlus is the person to see. 
We also know he’s the king of Facebook and has kept our spirits 
up since the very beginning of this situation. From our third grade 
Google Meets we got to see Chloe’s new labrador puppy, Sadie. 
Dillon and his brother and mom walked us through a fascinating 
science experiment. Gaven’s been busy and in his free time he’s 
been building a really cool play house. We met Nicholas’ cat, Simba 
and Mason’s cat, Ronnie. Both cats are handsome fellas and unique, 
just like their owners. Lynn shared a scary story of a recent bicycle 
incident. The ever-prepared Josh O. had math workbook and 
pencil at the ready as soon as he joined Tuesday’s meeting. Jayna’s 
fussy internet doesn’t allow her to watch Mr. P’s 1:00 p.m. science 
experiments, but she’s making the best of things. Garrett couldn’t 
see us and we couldn’t see him, but we could hear each other and 
I’m sure by the next meeting he’ll have conquered the technical 
issues he was having. Fortunately, Collin is back in business after 
recuperating from a recent tumble. The always smiling Ally showed 
us her taco t-shirt, which made us all laugh. Bethani has been busy 
bouncing around on Blaze, her horse. Vinny’s smile is something 
we all miss seeing every day. Audyn, who is also a frequent smiler, 
has been working hard, even though he too has a fussy internet. 
Hannah Banana wrote a heart-warming story a few weeks ago. Not 
surprising, since Hannah has a heart of gold. 

In our second grade Google Meets, Josh A. introduced us to his 
adorable little sister. I had my very fi rst Google Meets with Mr. Pavlus 
and Isabella back in March. We talked about how hard it was being 
away from school, but Bella cheered us up. On Thursday’s meeting 
Daniel told us a cat and the rabbit story. Cora was so excited to 
see everyone she could not sit still, however she shared some of 
her beautiful artwork. Eli, with some help from his mom, saved a 
cardinal from certain death. They placed the injured bird carefully 
in a box and brought it inside. Eli monitored the bird’s progress and 
while preparing a tasty snack for their rescue, the cardinal stood, 
fl uttered its wings, and fl ew away. Well-done Eli. Natalie’s hair has 
grown so much since we last saw her. Having donated it once 
already to the Cancer Society, I’ll bet she’s planning to give another 
little girl the opportunity to once again have beautiful hair. Addy’s 
been busy taking care of all the babies on her farm, but she still 
took time to read to us on Facebook. Jerome was all smiles and 
so excited to see all his buddies. Aryanah is another lucky one to 
have just gotten a puppy. She has a baby boxer, so new in fact 
they hadn’t yet had a chance to name him. We’ll fi nd out at our 
next meeting. Lilly, was smiling from ear to ear while telling us 
what she’s been doing, besides her school work. We didn’t get to 
meet her dogs, but we got to hear them! Woof!! Ephraim is doing 
great with his online learning and he just got a new bicycle. Word 
has it he’s been out riding around in the fresh air, loving his new 
bike, while all the time following social distancing guidelines. 
Way to go Ephraim! Vance just sent me some super school work. 
Dalton is also sending me excellent work. Maggie told us about 
her new kittens. She has three. Kyndall, I’m sure has been writing 
and creating all kinds of beautiful art. Jacob was in his bedroom 
during our meeting wearing a cool baseball cap. He’s been busy 
with school work, playing outside and playing with his brothers. 
One of his assignments was to write and compare and contrast 
two people. He chose to write about his mom and dad. He wrote, 
“They are alike because they both love me very much and they are 
diff erent because dad likes to hunt and mom likes to shop.” 

So, you can see our second and third graders and their families 
have been doing their best to stay happy, healthy, and positive. Not 
surprising because that is what the Brookfi eld Beavers do.
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Fifth and Sixth Grade Math and Science News
CUCCI

Friday, March 13 may always be embedded in many minds as the day traditional school was postponed. This date marks the start of quarantine 
for many students. We didn’t realize on March 13 this would be our last day teaching in our school building for months to come. The change was 
drastic and quick. We went from learning in our classrooms with our classmates to learning online in a matter of days! 

I must say how proud I am of our students and parents for making these transitions with patience and support. Students now tune in on live 
videos, attend Google Meets or navigate online resources to complete their daily tasks. While our learning from home continues, perhaps one 
highlight has been our student presentations. Several students have prepared presentations for their classmates online and taught us, the 
viewers, about something they are knowledgeable about. The list of topics grows weekly but thus far we have had a great variety as follows:

Looking ahead to future Fun Fridays, we have Jamie Laraby slated for this week with a drawing lesson and 
Ariel planning to teach us about cooking. We all look forward to our Fridays!

In math we have continued to navigate the best we can with our Math Modules. Fifth grade is 
currently learning about volume and sixth grade is learning to calculate area. Science continues to be 
explored as well. Grade 5 is learning about plants, photosynthesis and all things plant related. Grade 6 
fi nished up their human body unit and moved into energy, Newton’s laws, gravity and more. 

As you can see, our days are fi lled with learning and we are busy. I know these times are tough and hard 
on many, yet these students push on and continue to surprise me with their eff ort and enthusiasm.

Fourth Grade is Fantastic! 
RUTHERFORD

The fourth grade students at Brookfi eld Central School are a resilient and hardworking bunch! As everyone is aware, school buildings have 
been closed for two months due to COVID-19. Even though the building is closed, the fourth grade students have been very successful at 
remote learning. 

Students were provided with instructional materials and their own Chromebooks to keep up with the fourth grade standards and skills. The 
students have shown great fl exibility and resilience. All of the fourth grade students are handing in work and attending google meetings. 
On Fridays, the students showcase their talents and expertise by creating a live video and posting to facebook for all students, teachers, and 
parents to see! 

Although I would much rather be in my classroom with my students, I am so very grateful and proud of their hard work and determination 
to stay positive and focused at this time. They are learning so much more than academic skills right now. They are learning about strength 
and perseverance during times of crisis. Please check out Mrs. Rutherford’s Fourth Grade Class on Facebook for current activities and videos!

Tying a Fly for Fly Fishing--Anthony Cucci
Making a Pen on a Lathe -- Thatcher Bugbee
Bees and the Process of Making Honey -- Brody Corbin
Reading Seed Packets and Planting -- MacKenzie Bugbee

Benefi ts of a Greenhouse and Plants-- Haylie Nolan
Forty Hill Farm, Raising Racehorses -- Sydney Bonafi eld
How to Saddle and Ride a Horse -- Matthew Kupris
How to Care for Tropical Fish -- Calleigh Owens

d 

 

ard
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Fifth and sixth grade students are busy adjusting to academics online. 
This has been a huge challenge that the students have quickly adapted 
to. As I meet with both grades through both a live Facebook video and 
Google Meet daily, we have been able to continue coverage of topics 
and talk with each other to share concerns and daily happenings in 
our lives. I am so proud of each and every student for their hard work 
and dedication to school, even from home.

Fifth grade students recently fi nished a social studies unit on early 
explorers. We have recently moved on to industry and immigration, 
learning about early industry and its fi nancial impact on the world. As 
we study inventors, we examine changes in society and the changes 
that have aff ected our world today.

Fifth graders in my ELA class are reading several historical fi ctional short 
stories. Many of these focus on early pioneers. Students are continuing 
to work on using text evidence to support answers. An important 
reminder to students is that they must always provide an answer, and 
then give text evidence to explain their answer. This is something we 
will continue to work on both this year and next. We will soon begin a 
novel called “Number yhe Stars.” 
  
In sixth grade social studies students have been reviewing early Roman 
and Greek civilizations. We have taken virtual fi eld trips to visit ancient 
ruins, and also viewed short videos on life in early Roman times. As 
time progresses, we will begin to use our online social studies program 
through the platform Buzz.  Students have become very adept at using 
the virtual classroom to complete their work.

Recently sixth grade students completed the novel “Hidden Figures”, a 

true story about four African American women who worked on early 
space programs. The story revealed the hard work and dedication 
each of these women put into helping the space program succeed. 
We are now reading several historical fi ction short stories. Students 
recently learned about the Terracotta Army (ask them about it, it really 
is interesting!) and ancient mythology. The children continue to work 
hard daily and contribute to their academic success by completing 
homework and attending online lessons. 

This year, the sixth graders participated in a writing contest through 
the local Merry Go Round Theater. Students chose to create either a 
commercial, advertisement, song, short story or poem. Several students 
were selected as honorable mentions this year: Congratulations to 
Sydney Bonafi eld, Thatcher Bugbee, Kylie Smith and Brandon Kimball. 
Congratulations to the showcased author, Haley Wagner! 

One of the things that sixth graders usually do for graduation at the 
end of the school year is to create their own slide for the slideshow. This 
normally contains baby/early childhood photos of them with some of 
their favorite things. I am asking students to complete a Google slide 
at home and share it with me, to be placed in their slideshow I am 
creating. Our days in the school building may be over this year, but 
some traditions must continue!

I would like to take a moment to thank all of the parents and family 
members that continue to help their child be successful in this 
academic year. I know this is not easy, and that I could not get through 
this without your help and support

Fifth and Sixth Grade ELA and Social Studies News
COSSETTE
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A Note from the Art Educator
LYDFORD

I would like to thank all of the creative artists that have sent me their amazing artwork during the stay 
at home time. Many artists are incorporating art in their everyday lives. Some of these projects include 
painting, drawing, tie-dyeing shirts and crafts. It is great to see so many parents, artists and their families 
creating art. 

The virtual Art Show submissions will be accepted until June 12. Please send photos of Artwork to my email 
wlydford@brookfi eldcsd.org

Be creative and have fun with art!

Highlights From the Science Department
SIRTOLI

Hello Brookfi eld CSD families,

I miss seeing all of the students on a regular basis! This has been a diffi  cult transition for students, parents, and teachers. However, 
I am very proud of how all of the students have adjusted to online classes! We have been meeting on Google Meet regularly on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. During these sessions, we have done virtual labs, interactives, various lessons, games, and presentations. 
In anatomy and physiology, we have dissected a pig and heart in our study of various organ systems! Currently, living environment 
students are conducting at home experiments on plant transpiration. Next week, we’ll be conducting a group science experiment 
on lichen and moss growth on trees in our backyards! I’ve posted a few YouTube videos on topics such as symbiotic relationships, 
vernal pools, and wetland ecosystems. Students, thank you for all of your hard work. I miss you all very much! Parents and guardians, 
thank you for supporting your students during this time. I wish you all the best!

You Can Make a Difference for Our School!

Dear BCS Families,
BCS has earned $286 from BoxTops this year! There are a few brands that still have BoxTops that we can clip and send in, but 
many have the eBoxTops worth 10¢ on them. 

BCS will get credit with the BoxTops App.

Download the BoxTops App at Google Play or the App Store
• Sign up for Brookfi eld Central School 
• Scan your receipt. It’s that easy! 

 If you pick up groceries:
• Forward the receipt in your email to receipts@boxtops4education.com.

Thanks for your helping BCS, If you have any questions please call (315) 899-3323.
Mrs. Deb Thall
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Hello from the BCS Library
ELLIOTT

I miss you all dearly and hope you are all healthy and safe! I have enjoyed seeing many of you online. Thank you all for working so hard. 
Please remember to check out the “Library Catalog” from our BCS homepage while you are home. You can access ebooks, databases, meet 
some of our favorite authors, and play educational games. OHM BOCES is highlighting schools with the highest ebook usage each week 
through the month of May. Brookfi eld readers have won ebook contests in the past. Let's see if we can make the list!

Reading is at the heart of all learning and our continued goal at BCS is to assist in raising good readers and writers. With your children at 
home now, this is a wonderful opportunity to continue fostering a love of reading! ReadingRockets.org suggests the following:

• Take turns reading pages with your child at bedtime.
• Talk with your child about everyday events and sprinkle in some interesting words into the conversation. Build on words you’ve 

discussed in the past.
• Ask your child to write out a grocery list, write a letter to grandparents, or keep a journal.

Last, during this unprecedented time, there are many ebooks available on the BCS Library Catalog 
page that address emotional and mental health for students and families to check out. Please feel 
free to call or email me at selliott@brookfi eldcsd.org if you need any assistance accessing ebooks, 
getting hard copy books or anything else library related. I look forward to seeing you all in person. 
Until then, stay well and keep reading!

Notes from the Guidance Corner
PHILLIPS

First, I have to say that I miss everyone so much and I am so proud of how well you are all doing! This has been diffi  cult for all of us. 
We are all doing our part by staying home and learning how to do our school work virtually. Hopefully, sometime soon we will all 
be back together at BCS! 

In the meantime, students in grades pre-K- 6 keep up the great work! Students in grades 7-11, keep an eye on my Google classrooms. 
I will be starting to work on scheduling for next year as we get more guidance from New York State. 

This COVID-19 pandemic has not only taken a toll on everyone in regards to academics it has taken an immense emotional toll 
as well. Not only on our students but on adults as well.  Please know that if you are suff ering from any mental health issues from 
this, you are not alone. There are many resources available. We have several links on our BCS website under the COVID-19- Social 
Emotional tab to help during this time. Also take into consideration the following:

Be Kind to your Mind
1. PAUSE- Breathe. Notice how you feel.
2. TAKE BREAKS from COVID-19 content.
3. MAKE TIME to sleep and exercise.
4. REACH OUT stay connected to friends and family.
5. SEEK HELP if overwhelmed or unsafe.

Please stay safe and stay healthy and if you need anything please email me at jphillips@brookfi eldcsd.org.
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Brookfi eld Central School District
Box 60, Fairground Road
Brookfi eld, NY 13314

Resident

Students Raise Money for 
Make-A-Wish Foundation
In a time when things seem uncertain and the road that lies ahead 
keeps changing, there is a glimmer of hope, a light at the end of 
the tunnel. We all can grab this light and hold onto it, let it give us 
the strength, courage and hope we all need to get us through the 
toughest of times.

This past February, a small group of girls, seven to be exact, from the 
Brookfi eld girls modifi ed basketball team came together with the idea 
of doing a fundraiser for the Make-A-Wish Foundation. This fundraiser 
had special meaning. One of the student athletes on the Brookfi eld 
girls modifi ed basketball team, Cassidy Wagner, is a former “wish kid”. 
Cassidy was born with two heart conditions and had her fi rst surgery 
at just two days old! Since then she has endured a total of four heart 
surgeries and several heart procedures. At the age of six, Cassidy’s wish 
came true. She and her family were picked up in a stretch limo and 
taken on her dream shopping spree. In addition, the Make-A-Wish 
foundation holds special meaning for another team member, Kylee 
Cucci. Her dad, when he was a teenager, was also a Make-A-Wish 
recipient. Her dad is now a 24-year cancer survivor. The team of seven 
set a goal to raise $20 per player. In the end, they raised an astonishing 
$596.23 over the course of one month. They had people sponsor them 
and sign their Make-A-Wish t-shirts, which they wore during their 
game warm-ups, sold wish stars and bracelets.

Little did we know, this money would come at a time when most 
facilities were closing including the Make-A-Wish Foundation. Due 
to the pandemic, MAW has not been able to hold their traditional 
fundraisers which largely contribute to granting the wishes of many 
children throughout the year. In addition, all wishes are currently on 
hold. With so much on hold until further notice, the hope of getting 
back to a sense of normalcy can be seen through this group of girls 
and the hope they have provided for future wish kids. Thank you to all 
who donated to help these girls make kids dreams come true.
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