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A message from the

BOARD OF EDUCATION & SUPERINTENDENT
January 20, 2022 marked a turning point for BCS as the number of active COVID
cases in our school precipitously declined on that day. Since then traditional
school activities have returned to BCS resulting in a more normal school day.
This school year was the first in Brookfield’s three-year pandemic recovery
plan that is addressing the impact of the pandemic on our students. As part
of this federally funded plan BCS increased the number of teachers, teacher
assistants, educational specialists and counselors to work directly with our
students. These professionals focused on individual students and classroom
needs that were exasperated by the pandemic.
Phase two of our pandemic recovery plan begins in the upcoming school year and
will see the plan address many additional areas in addition to its current focus.
Three key areas to be addressed are:
•
The Impact of the Pandemic
•
Special Education and Response to Intervention (RTI)
•
Revitalizing Raising the Banner to Greatness 4.0 (RTB)
Specific steps to address the above include:
•
Restructuring the Response to Intervention (RTI) program resulting in
expediting services to students in need
•
Reduction in the need for special education services through
improved
coordination with the RTI program
•
An increased emphasis on proactive services in occupational, physical
and speech therapies
•
Increased collaboration with community-based agencies focused on
students with high needs
•
Coordinate with service organizations to increase the emphasis on a
holistic approach to meeting student needs
•
Formalize an effective district-wide process for curriculum review and
development
•
Coordination, implementation and assessment of all Raising the
Banner to Greatness 4.0 (RTB) initiatives in the following areas:
o Overall elements of RTB
o Early Learning
o Parent and Community Involvement
•
Research and coordinate activities that provide students with 		
opportunities to engage in hands-on learning activities (educational
field trips, college visits, internships, etc.)
•
Continue and expand our relationship with Colgate University
•
Improve the delivery of school counseling services

In designing the upcoming years programs, the Board of Education and
administration recognized the importance to our students in successfully
implementing the above pandemic recovery plan. We recognize now, more
than ever, the necessity to provide a comprehensive educational program
that addresses students’ academic needs as well as their social and emotional
needs. We recognize the high level of administrative support that the faculty
and staff are going to need in the classroom to ensure our students success.
This criteria was used in deciding the best use of the district’s federal American
Recovery Plan funds as well as the district’s general fund resources.
Therefore, the following temporary significant changes will be made in our
administrative structure for the 2022-2023 school year.
•

•
•

Mr. Ron Pavlus, a member of BCS’s faculty for more than twenty years,
will use his in-depth knowledge of our student needs and assume
the position of Interim PK-12 Principal. Mr. Pavlus will begin as the
Building Principal on July 1, 2022.
Ms. Carrie Smith, our current Building Principal, will be on special
assignment and will oversee all aspects of our pandemic recovery
plan as well as assist Mr. Pavlus in his new role.
Jim Plows has agreed to return as Superintendent on a part time basis
focusing on district level needs for the 2022-2023 school year.

In addition to providing the necessary support to our programs, the above
changes will result in a net savings of $ 20,000.
Detailed information regarding the proposed budget is included elsewhere in
this newsletter. Please do not hesitate to contact Board of Education members
or the Superintendent with any questions you may have. We thank you for your
support of the 2022-2023 BCS budget.

JIM PLOWS
SUPERINTENDENT

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS
BERNARD C. WHITACRE, PRESIDENT
JEFFREY BEEHM, VICE PRESIDENT
DAWN BREAN
SEAN KARN
VALERIE NOLAN
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A message from the
PRINCIPAL
I am always in awe of the talent within the BCS community. Our students, faculty, and staff have taken many challenges head-on over the
last couple of years, determined to find solutions. While BCS returned to a more traditional and “normal” learning environment, faculty,
staff, and students eagerly began planning learning activities we missed over the last couple of years. As a result, small group learning and
hands-on, project-based learning has returned to our academic program, and we have already seen academic gains, with much more to
come.
Beauty and the Beast was an incredible production because of our students and staff’s long hours of preparation. To produce a musical
in a typical school year is quite an undertaking. To produce a musical during a global pandemic is a challenge like no other. The BCS
community met this challenge in amazing and talented ways. Our scholar-athletes are excelling both on and off the field and court, and
our youngest students are learning how to be students within a school building quite successfully!
The BCS community has much work to complete to meet our post-pandemic goals. We have the dedicated people to exceed our goals,
and I am grateful to be a part of the renewed excitement for learning! I am thankful for our supportive parents, families, and Brookfield
community. BCS has many exciting activities planned for the spring, and I hope we can celebrate our accomplishments with you all!

CARRIE SMITH
P R I N C I PA L

BUDGE T

HEARING

VOTE

T U E S D AY,

T U E S D AY,

MAY 10
7:00 P.M.
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B U D G E T

MAY 17
N O O N - 8:00 P. M .

BUDGET INFO

REVENUES
Tax Levy
In this proposal the Board of Education continues the policy of implementing small annual tax increases that are designed
to avoid periodic large tax increases. To maintain this policy the proposal anticipates using $325,000 in the districts
savings thereby resulting in a tax increase of 2% which is $32,000.

State Aid
• Foundation Aid – This is the single largest category of state aid received by BCS. Foundation aid is budgeted at
$3,210,000 resulting in a $40,000 increase over the previous year.
• BOCES Aid – The second largest category of state aid is based on the cost of programs provided by BOCES to BCS.
BOCES aid is budgeted at $603,000 representing a $100,000 increase.
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BUDGET INFO

APPROPRIATIONS
Budget appropriations consist of the following 3 major sections:
Program Budget - $5,524,367 | Administrative Budget - $647,072 | Capital Budget - $1,444,708
PROGRAM BUDGET INCREASE IS $154,677
• The budget anticipates that the transportation needs will be returning to a typical school year. As a result, our buses will be
traveling more miles, require more maintenance and additional wages for the transportation department than has been
incurred during the pandemic. Therefore, these budget items have been increased $48,000. In addition, the transportation
budget anticipates increased fuel cost of $24,000. The total increase in the transportation budget is $83,055.
• Employee benefits are expected to increase $ 50,652 in the program budget. Although unemployment costs and state
employee retirement costs are to decrease approximately $12,000, increases in health insurance and state teacher’s
retirement costs will increase $72,000.
ADMINISTRATIVE BUDGET INCREASE IS $33,338
• As discussed previously, the superintendent position will see a reduction in hours in the school year resulting in a salary
decrease of $36,000. However, as a result other staff will incur additional hours and new responsibilities. Therefore, the
budgeted salaries for these positions will increase $44,000.
CAPITAL BUDGET INCREASE IS $235,995
• The district plans on purchasing one 66 passenger school bus and two 16 passenger school buses for a total cost of $238,000.
This is a $128,000 increase over the current year cost for one 66 passenger school bus. 80% of this will be reimbursed by future
state aid.
• The cost of heating fuel for the school building is estimated to increase $25,000 in this budget.
• The district budget includes an appropriation from the general fund to the food service fund to eliminate the accumulated
deficit in the food service fund amounting to $77,000. Essentially this completes an accounting entry as upon receiving the
funds from the general fund the food service fund will repay the general fund in the same amount.

BUDGET INFORMATION
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PROGRAM
Instruction
District Transportation
Employee Benefits
Total Program

CURRENT
2021-2022
3,770,000
503,319
1,096,371
5,369,690

$
$
$
$

20,970
83,055
50,652
154,677

ADMINISTRATION						
General Support
$
503,241
$
528,237
Curriculum Development
$
7,530
$
7,830
Employee Benefits
$
102,963
$
111,005
Total Administration
$
613,734
$
647,072

$
$
$
$

24,996
300
8,042
33,338

CAPITAL						
Plant Operations & Maintenance
$
447,173
$
478,836
$
Property Tax Refunds
$
2,000
$
2,000		
Purchase of Bus
$
110,000
$
238,000
$
Employee Benefits
$
66,290
$
64,799
$
Debt Service
$
583,250
$
661,073
$
Total Capital
$ 1,208,713
$
1,444,708
$

31,663
—
128,000
(1,491)
77,823
235,995

$7,192,137

$
$
$
$

DIFFERENCE

INCREASE/(DECREASE)

3,790,970
586,374
1,147,023
5,524,367

TOTAL BUDGET

$
$
$
$

PROPOSED
2022-2023

$7,616,147

$424,010

BUDGET INFO

OVERALL BUDGET PROPOSAL
Budget Adopted for
Budget Proposed for
the 2021-22 School Year the 2022-23 School Year

Total budgeted amount, not including separate propositions

$7,616,147

$7,373,147

Increase/decrease for the 2022-2023 school year

$424,010

$181,010

Percentage increase/decrease in proposed budget

5.90%

2.5%

Change in the Consumer Price Index

4.7%

A. Proposed Tax Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount

$7,192,137

Contingency
Budget for the
2022-23 School Year*

$1,607,000

$1,639,000

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable

$0

$0

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable **

$0

$0

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current
Year Levy

$0

$0

$1,607,000

$1,639,000

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D)
F. Permissible Exclusions to the School Tax Levy Limit

$1,639,000

$18,000

$183,649

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible
Exclusions

$1,589,000

$1,455,351

H. Total Proposed Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E - B - F + D)

$1,589,000

$1,455,351

I. Difference: (G - H); (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter
Approval - See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions)
**

$0

$0

$613,734

$647,072

$647,072

Program component

$5,369,690

$5,524,367

$5,524,367

Capital component

$1,208,713

$1,444,708

$1,201,708

Administrative component

* Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2022-2023 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated
pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law.
Equipment and bus purchase would be deferred

Description
** List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total
Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with educational
or transportation services propositions are not eligible for
exclusion and may affect voter approval requirements)

Amount
NONE

Under the Budget Proposed
for the 2022-23 School Year
Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1

$483

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2022-23 by the qualified voters of the Brookfield School District, Madison County,
New York, will be held at Brookfield Central School in said district on Tuesday, May 17, 2022, between the hours of 12:00 p.m.
and 8:00 p.m., prevailing time in the Brookfield Central School District, at which time the polls will be opened for to vote by
voting ballot or machine.
1. The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.
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SCHOOL NEWS

PRE-KINDERGARTEN
Mrs. Thall & Mrs. Abrams
Pre-Kindergarten is a year full of firsts for our youngest students! We have had many fun school experiences while we learn. One of
our primary goals is school readiness which includes learning classroom rules and procedures, how to be a good friend, and character
building. We have basic rules to follow within the classroom and procedures that foster student independence. We have a character trait
of the month. Whenever we see a student exemplifying that trait, we add a puzzle piece. Once the puzzle is completed it reveals what
the prize will be for the month. The students work hard to fill their marble jar as well which marbles get added when they make positive
school choices. One of our favorite marble parties was celebrating spring by making worms in dirt! Academically, the Pre-K students are
doing a great job! We have learned about families and communities and most recently completed a unit on animal habitats and animals.
We learned that all animals have 3 basic needs and explored the woodland habitat, pond habitat, ocean habitat, and desert habitat. We
practice one letter each week and we learn all about the sound the letter makes, how to recognize it in print and how to write it! We
can also count syllables and will work on rhyming for the remainder of the school year. For math, we are learning our numbers and are
practicing identifying them and matching them to objects. We also learn about patterns, math vocabulary such as “add one more” and we
will learn 3D shapes. We are looking forward to more fun learning experiences that foster a love for learning!

6

SCHOOL NEWS

KINDERGARTEN
Mrs. Hafelin & Mrs. Cook
The kindergarten class has enjoyed a year of exploring, learning, and having fun together. In the fall, we had the
opportunity to have Mr. Wes Roberts visit from Sweet Orchard Acres. He demonstrated how apple cider is made and
everyone got a sample. During the winter months, we were able to get outside and play in the snow together. We have
celebrated holidays together and have been getting closer to independent reading and writing. As our school year
begins to wrap up, we are preparing for first grade as well as celebrating our successful year in kindergarten. We are so
proud of all our students!

FIRST GRADE
Miss Viscomi & Mrs. Bugbee
The first grade class has been working very hard this year
and has grown so much since September. We have enjoyed
our science kits and getting to complete all the cool handson activities. The students loved becoming scientists and
learning from experimenting. They have persevered during
writing and progressed an incredible amount over the
past few months. The students are so proud to share their
independent writing projects with their peers. First grade
has put forth their best effort in mastering their sight words
and math facts. We continue to practice each week and show
steady improvement. They learned about geography and environment in Social Studies, and learned to appreciate
Brookfield and where they come from. The students are looking forward to engaging in various activities as we go along
in the fourth quarter, including our field trip to The Wild. This year’s first graders are an energetic, determined, kindhearted group and I am very proud of the progress each student has made.
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SCHOOL NEWS

FIFTH GRADE
Mrs. Cossette
We have been extremely busy in our ELA and Social Studies classes! In fifth grade ELA students recently finished the novel The Homework
Machine. Students had a lot of fun with this book and completed a Flipbook book report when finished. We are now reading Number
the Stars. While reading novels students continue to work within their textbook reading short stories and working on their writing skills,
along with practicing spelling and grammar. ELA is always a busy time. Students have become skilled writers at completing 5 paragraph
essays and working on organizing their writing to share details and text evidence to support their views.
In Social Studies the students recently completed a unit on geographical features and learned how early lands were controlled by different
countries and how battles often changed the ownership of land. Students learned what land features created natural boundaries and
why it was difficult for early settlers to move from place to place.
While focusing on academics the fifth grade has also been able to enjoy fun activities as well. Participating in spirit week, Dr. Seuss week,
some outdoor sledding and dancing to get our self refocused have all been part of our past few months. Another favorite activity has
been our Monday afternoon time spent utilizing the activities found in Mystery Science, an interactive weekly video that shares fun and
interesting science facts and activities to go along with the videos.
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SCHOOL NEWS
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SCHOOL NEWS

SIXTH GRADE
Mrs. Cossette
Sixth graders have been busy in ELA completing the novel Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief. This
book has been a class favorite, and while reading the novel students also completed a packet with daily
questions about the chapter read and spent time analyzing chapter titles and the author’s viewpoint.
Students also completed a research report on the various gods and goddesses they read about in the
book. They continue working on their writing by creating well written essays focusing on including
strong sentences with textual evidence to support their views. Students are now reading A Wrinkle in
Time. This is a challenging novel that requires deep thinking and analysis of the text. Students will follow
the development of the main characters and determine how their growth affects the story. Students are
also working on vocabulary in their daily lives and how studying prefixes and suffixes of words can help
determine meanings.
In Social Studies, students recently finished a unit on religions around the world. Students learned where
different religions were created and when. When finished, they created Google Slides to share with their
classmates to teach what they had learned. Students also learned of social hierarchies of early societies and
studied the importance of social statuses. Using chart paper, they worked in groups to create diagrams
of social hierarchies and then, as the expert groups, taught their classmates about the civilizations they
studied.
Sixth graders still get to earn some fun time even though their time is limited within my room. We have
enjoyed making fluffy slime, having a sledding party, earning some outside fun time, and even singing
and dancing on occasion! The end of the year is coming quickly, and after spending two years together,
I will definitely miss the entire group.

BOYS & GIRLS BASKETBALL
Mrs. Abrams
The BCS Girls Varsity Basketball team was crowned the 2021-2022 CCL Champions
for the 4th consecutive season with an overall record of 15-5. CCL All Stars were
awarded as follows: 1st Team All Star awards went to Sara Brean, Megan Kupris and Lily
Vleer-Elliott. Honorable Mention went to Danica Karn. Sara Brean was also selected as
the CCL MVP. The highlights of this team’s season don’t just stop at athletic awards, they
were also recognized for their accomplishments in the classroom. Congratulations to
the 2021-2022 Girls Varsity Basketball Team as they achieved the Scholar Athlete Team
Award with a team GPA of 94.
The 2021-2022 Boys Varsity Basketball team finished the season with a record of 5-13.
They were able to enter sectionals where their season ended in round 2 after a first
round upset vs. Mater Dei Academy. CCL All Stars were awarded as follows: 1st team
went to Kaden Ondrako, 2nd Team went to Spencer Warner and Honorable mention
went to Quentin Moon.
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SCHOOL NEWS

BROOKFIELD LIBRARY
Mrs. Elliott

Happy Spring from the BCS library! It is so fantastic to have the students back in the library perusing the shelves and checking out books.
Kindergarten and first grade
students have been researching
rabbits in lieu of Easter. They were
thrilled to learn that a bunny
can jump up to ten feet. They
also learned that the Lop-eared
bunny’s ears can be 20 inches
long. At one point their ears are
longer than they are. Both groups
are enthusiastic researchers! Grade
two did a deep dive into the life of
the Emperor Penguin. The most
fascinating fact for the crew was
how hard the penguin parents
works to care for the egg! Grade
three has been researching dinosaurs. Groups will be sharing out their finding in the coming weeks. BCS third graders have also become
chapter book readers! They love the series Ranger in Time, Humphrey, Dork Diaries, Dog Diaries, and I Survived to name a few. The upper
elementary classes have researched states, planets, and explorers this semester. Currently, these students are researching an endangered
animal of their choice. Each student will be responsible for informing their class of their findings and creating a poster for Earth day.
Throughout the month of March, we celebrated Read Across America with a reading challenge. The majority of the elementary students
participated. Students dressed up, participated in special library activities and most importantly read at school and home. Prizes were
given to students who took part in the reading challenge.
We are looking forward to having Colgate students join us next month for special library lessons and a school-wide story walk project.
Thank you to our new library helper Mrs. Fitzpatrick who helps keep our library orderly and running smooth.
Please continue reading with your children. Reading just 20 minutes a day helps strengthen language and literacy skills as well as
strengthens family relationships. I am grateful to be a part of your child’s academic career. Please reach out if you need any reading
materials or have any questions.

ELEMENTARY MUSICAL
Mrs. Cossette
The 4th through 6th graders are practicing the musical The
Return of the Glass Slipper. This is a modern-day story of
Cinderella, with lots of singing, dancing, and great acting! The
cast has been hard at work getting ready to perform to the
public- more details to follow!
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BROOKFIELD CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
Box 60, Brookfield, NY 13314

Resident
PRE-K &
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Brookfield Central School District Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program is open to children who are age 4 years old
on or before December 1, 2022. This is a free three-and-a-half-hour program five days a week. Children entering
Kindergarten and not currently enrolled in the Brookfield Central School Pre-Kindergarten program must be 5
years of age prior to December 1, 2022.
Please call Ms. Case at 315-899-3323, ext. 264 for registration information for the 2022-2023 Pre-Kindergarten or
Kindergarten programs.

